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NEW YORX CHAPTER Il Guilderland, N.Y.





Date of meeting – January 14, 2021
Place of meeting:  Due to COVID -19, the meeting was held on Zoom.
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:10 
· Pledge of allegiance lead by Pat.    
· Moment of silence by President Pat O’Connor Remembering Doc.
· Prayer was created by Deb Landy.  
· Attendance and roll call–   28  members and one guest present on Zoom.
· Reading of previous minutes – Motion to wave the reading of and to accept the December minutes made by Mike M. Second by Derek. 
· Report of Officers:
Secretary: – Lori –   We are updating the roster and e-mail distribution list so we need to know if your information has changed or if it changes.  Pat spoke about how Lori is the “master of the roster” and needs to be updated on any changes. 
Treasurer: Presentation of Bills & Payment – Submitted by Kris:  
General Fund: starting balance $3,355.32 Income of $108 – 2021 dues from 5 members

Expenses of $1,139.23 – payment for 17 bottles for Hot Licks sauce from Playin’ with Fire band; 

$90 final distribution of donated funds for Jay Staton’s daughter Quasha; payment of 2021 chapter dues for 62 members to Red Knights International MC; payment for roll of 100 stamps (shared between Sunshine Committee and Treasurer); first class postage to mail dues to International Treasurer; reimbursement for overpayment of dues to a member.

Ending Balance for General Fund is $2,324.09

Sunshine Fund:   No Activity Current Balance is $692.43

TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $3,016.52

Savings Account:   Current Balance $205.08 Income:  $0.03  $0.01 interest on account for each of the following months: October, November and December
2021 DUES are now due.  Annual dues are $20 per member (excluding honorary, life and junior members and active members of the military).  For this year only, dues can be mailed to the Treasurer at 32 Ableman Avenue, Albany, NY 12203.  Please make checks payable to “Red Knights New York 3”. Dues not received or post marked by January 31st will be accessed a $5 late fee.  If you are not sure if you have paid you can contact me by email at kris.vgt@gmail.com or call/text 518-322-2572 to verify.
Motion to accept the treasurer’s report made by Mike, second by Andrea.
Kris spoke about the dues we receive and pay to international and suggests we look at raising our dues.  Eric Jock who is President from Chapter 50 and a guest of tonight’s meeting spoke about their dues. $40 to cover $20 for International and $20 for their chapter.   
Vice-President – Lefty – Lefty deleted all non-members from the private Facebook page. Any officers that want e-mail through the Red Knights web site can get them set up to forward to their email. Matt will set it up.  Titles will also be updated.  Mike Barber will be chairing the membership committee.
President – Pat O’Connor -  An officer’s meeting was held and responsibilities were discussed.  Meranda was added to the Sunshine Club. Pat met with Rob Dames from NYRFFA.  We are welcome to return after COVID.  Pat informed members of the history of West Albany FD and NYRFFA so they would understand the situation more. Pat also spoke about needing to finalize our decision of making a donation to NYRFFA for not charging us rent so far. 
Appointed Officers:
Chaplain – Mike Barber – Absent 
Sunshine Club –Deb Landy -   Cards were sent to the following people:
Jay Stanton - she had another surgery.
Bill Asprin - he had knee surgery.
Pat O’Connor - hurt his shoulder at work.
Jeanniane Marinarrio - she has COVID and a visit to ER due to it.  
Casey Clements - he is still out of work since hurting his back in September.
Ed and Deb Landy - gift basket and card prepared by Meranda Kugler as they both had COVID and were very sick.

Derek Fessette of NY 50 was in Sunnyview where Nancy Whicham works.  Dan Farrell got a t-shirt and chapter patch to Nancy to give to Derek. 
Meranda Kugler has been appointed to the Sunshine Committee to help Deb.  

Eric Jock gave an update on Derek Fessette: He is in Sunnyview.  Nancy Wickham has been a Godsend.  It’s grea to have a family member on the inside. Kelly hasn’t been able to visit and Nancy checks on him often and brings him goodies.  He is doing well improving his motorskills, he is still losing some days of his memories, having weight bearing difficulties but is working hard.  He uses a walker.  Does video chats with family but with limited time.  He sends thanks to Nancy and also to Joker and Kris.  He is continuing to progress with speech and an eye issue.  His wife and daughter were recently able to accompany him to physical therapy to learn to transition him back home, which his return is planned for next Friday.   
Sergeant at Arms: Ray Hazzard and Mike Mannarino – Everyone is behaving 
Quartermaster: Dan Farrell –  Inventory is done and being typed up.  
Ride Captain(s): Kevin Keller & Tony Vogt –
Kevin spoke about a possible overnight ride in September, looking at Mt. Washington, Hershey Park, Watkins Glen, New Hampshire, Alexandria Bay. He will send an email to the membership with details to gain information of what members would like so he can plan. He will also be 

meeting with members from Chapter 53 to plan rides for the year. 

A conversation took place about a trip to Boyleston once Doc’s plaque is set.  No set plans can be made yet. 

Tony send this report: 
1. 2021 Dixie Rally,   May 14-16, 2021, The Region 4 rally will be held in Culpepper, VA.  For information go to www.redknightsva5.com.

2. Yankee Rally for 2021 has been CANCEL, Due because of COVID 19. For any information go to this web site about refunds - www.redknightsny43.org/yr2021 

3. 2021 convention is in Saint John New Brunswick, Canada, Aug 16 - Aug 22, 2021. You can go to the International web site (www.redknightsmc.com) and click on Events then Conventions. Registration ($100.00) for this event is open now and will close at the end of June.

Or you can go to the group “Red Knights – All Chapters & Mal” on Facebook.

Hotel is; 

Delta Hotels by Marriott Saint John

39 King Street, Saint John

NB E2L4W3, Canada 

Phone: +1 506-648-1981 

4. Yankee Rally for 2022 is still open for a location. A lot of discussion has been going on Facebook on where, but still no discussion. Was told by the President of the NYSA, (Eric Jock) we should have an answer some time in February where this will take place. We are waiting on the International to talk about this item.

Committee Reports:
Membership: Mike Barber, Dan Farrell and Ray Hazard –  No new applications received.
By-laws: Matt Mickle, Mike Mannarino, Lori Becker– We do have to schedule a meeting as there are a couple of items for the agenda.   
Website – Matt Mickle –-Communicate any news, photos still needed for web site.  He will take them off Facebook pages if he doesn’t receive them.   
Safety Committee: Derek Swartz –   

I hope everyone is having a great winter so far and gearing up and ready to ride in the spring.  Now if the time to start doing your preventive maintenance on your motorcycles, checking to make sure everything is in order and in  good shape.  Practicing your hand signals,  proper riding technique and posture and refreshing your memories.  These thing should be done at at least once a month to ensure you and your bike or ready to ride when the time come.  

Also if you know of anyone who is interested in taking what maybe the last year for the motorcycle safety program in NYS, tell them to start watching the NYSMSP websites for class info.  This may be the final year, there are speculated rumors of the program getting shut down at the end of 2021 as there is no money in the state budget.

Also if anyone is interested in a new motorcycle helmets and improved safety, technology and design, I highly recommend them to consider checking out kirsh helmets. 
I will keep posting safety info as it becomes available.  Until them be safe, ride smart.  I look forward to riding with everyone this 2021 season.

Abate/PAC –Casey Clemens –no report.
Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Matt Mickle and Jeannine – No report
Audit and Finance Committee: Mike B., Don G., and Sue F.  – Not doing an audit at this time.  Kris has the books ready for review at any time. 
After Holiday Party Committee – Pat, Jodi, Marty & Kris – Not this year 
Americade Committee – Kevin Keller, Ernie, Marty, Ed, Larry, Don Gifford. June 8-13, 2021. Kevin added many members to the committee to be announced further in February. 
The ride itself hasn’t been planned yet. Some suggested doing rides we already did, again, or backward.  The committee will take these ideas into consideration. 
Larry spoke about availability at Whippoorwill Motel and Campsite. Also, he is looking into having a friend do a BBQ on Saturday, possibly $30 a person. Lefty said he may know a band that could play too. 
Eric Jock talked about the NYS ride calendar and how we could post our rides so maybe other chapters would join us.  

Discussion took place about international grants and sanctioned events. Pat gathered information from Eric Jock.  Kris will look into obtaining monies to offset the lunch for the Americade Ride. 

YANKEE RALLY: Tony and Kris – In Ride Captain report.
Ways & Means: Bill Asprion, Craig Myers, Matt Mickle, Bill Benosky – No report
Spring Fling- Committee - Committee - Lori Becker, Donna Koch – 2021

International Convention Committee – Casey and Andrea – You can book on the website under recently asked questions.   
Nickname Patch Committee – Lori (Chair), Steve, Dan and Pat – Taking suggestions.  Waiting to order patches to give when we can celebrate together. 
Annual Picnic – No picnic this  year(
NYS Association Meeting –   Stay tuned. 
Nominating Committee – Mike M and Eric G. – Elections will be held tonight. 
Old Business:   
Lefty spoke about how Frank Wickham arranged for members to go to the home of the Salisbury Family who was burned out of their home.  We had a good representation of 8 members.  The family was very happy to welcome us into their new home and were very appreciative of our donation.  They gave us 2 cookie trays as a small token of their appreciation.
These 2 cookie trays were given to Lori to use at the holiday party at St. Anne Institute.

Kris did a great job as the chapter spokesperson.
Lori spoke about the holiday we sponsored for the girls at St. Anne Institute.  Due to covid restrictions, aside from Lori, Donna was the only member able to attend the party as she volunteers at St. Anne.  Also, the girls came to the decorated room one unit at a time instead of all in one group.  They decorated their stockings which Santa filled for Christmas morning.  Each unit was given a tray of cookies, (2 of which were given to us by the Salisbury Family and 2 others were purchased) to bring to their unit to have after their party of pizza and wings which we provided for them. The girls and staff were very appreciative of our generosity. Hopefully next year we can go to visit the agency and attend the party with the entire group of girls again. Lori will post photos on our Facebook page. 
New Business:  
Eric Jock spoke about how great the NYS Association is doing.  The officers are communicating almost daily and having zoom meetings.  He is looking forward to a Spring meeting in LI and hopefully a Spring picnic.  

Pat talked about how the association waived the 2020 dues due to covid  and they would be used for 2021.  We have already paid our 2021 dues.  Some chapters are asking for returns or donating them to the association. 

Good and Welfare
Jim Trotta spoke with Brandon Lear and Rachel Ortega who asked him to thank us.  Brandon wasn’t aware where the donation came from and then found out it was from us. An amazing chapter.  Jim also thanked the chapter for the sympathy card he received from us. 
Pat spoke about there is a lot of talk about people being sick lately and how this group pulls through things immensely.  He thanks the members for making sure things get taken care of and everyone gets what they need. 
The members only password is 3princess  

50-50   Not tonight, on Zoom. 
Motion to close the meeting at 8:42 was made by Deb. Second by Mike M . 
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