Red Knights
Motorcycle club
New York Chapter III – Capital Region, NY







Date of meeting – March 9, 2023
Place of meeting: NYRVFA (Clubhouse)
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:03 pm
· Pledge of allegiance lead by SAA Ray Hazzard    
· Moment of silence by Pat.
· Prayer by Chaplain Mike Barber
· Attendance and roll call:   22 members in person and 2 guests.
· Secretary-Motion made to dispense the reading of the minutes made by Matt and 2nd by Casey. Motion Passed

Membership: Tony, Ray, Jeff Manor –  Justin Sargalis (active) and  Teresa Atkins (social) were present at the meeting.  He is sponsored by Larry Gates, she is sponsored by Cara Ryan.   Motion made by Andrea to accept them, 2nd by Mike M.  Motion Passed.  Welcome Justin and Teresa.
Report of Officers:

Secretary Report: – Deb Landy - no report

Treasurer’s Report: General Fund: starting balance $1,961.82. Income of $402 – 2023 dues (12 members), Quarter Master sales at Jan &amp; Feb meetings. Expenses of $1013.21 – Additional 2023 dues to RKMC International (12 members), 2023 dues to NY State Association, Road Captain’s Award plaque, donation of food/supplies to Stratton
VA hospital food pantry, donations to Lanzot family (South Schenectady) and Leonard family (Valatie) for losses due to fire. Ending Balance for General Fund is $1,350.58. Designated Reserve of $481 from donations collected at the 2022 Americade. Available Balance in General Fund is $869.58. Sunshine Fund: starting balance $1,323.73. Income of $235 – 50/50 proceeds from Jan & Feb meetings and After Holidays party. Expenses of $666.61 – Food for officers organizational meeting, postage stamps for Sunshine
Committee, expenses related to the After Holidays party (bartender, photographer, paper
products and supplies, certificate holders for service awards, outgoing officer gifts and gift
card for Master of Ceremonies). Ending Balance for Sunshine Fund is $892.12. TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $2242.70. Savings Account: Current balance is $202.74.

NOTES:2023 dues are now PAST due. Dues are now $25 (includes a $5 late fee). There are 11 members who still owe dues. Dues must be paid by April meeting to avoid having your membership revoked. Motion made by Matt to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd by Ken.  Motion passed.

Vice President – Larry Gates – Services for Craig Myers father are Friday 3/10.  Members were to contact Larry if they planned to go.  NY Association meeting and picnic is June 24th at Ausable Point Campground and Day Use Area hosted by NY 50.  Larry suggested a day trip for those wanting to go.  Harold and Shelly Bell are still in a hotel after a pipe broke upstairs in their house.  They have had issues with their furnace and other hurtles causing delays in getting the house ready to move back into.  

President Report – Pat O’Connor – Pat is very proud of the showing for the wakes, funerals, breakfast fundraiser in Selkirk and the fundraiser for Mark Behan.  There has been a great outpouring of love and support.   
(Side story – Sons of the Flag sponsor students in medical school who specialize in burn victims and treatments.  The treatments and procedures currently used were developed in WWII.  We nay consider this a possible place to donate to as burns are unfortunately part of the fire service.) 
Pat has chatted with the President, Leo Brady Jr, and Vice president, Bob Pandori, of NY 12.  They are trying to put the past in the past and move forward.  There are some obstacles with some of the members, but Leo and Bob are moving forward.  They attended the fundraisers and 53’s banquet.  They hope to mend fences and move forward. 

Appointed Officers:

Chaplain – Michael Barber – no report
 
Sunshine Club –Deb, Cara, Miranda, and Andrea – 9 cards were sent.  Tony had bronchitis, Meranda started a new job, Derek was in a car accident (he was not hurt), Harold and Shelly Bell had water damage after a pipe broke in their upstairs and a friend of theirs passed away, Derek’s uncle passed away, Doc Berry and his family had COVID, Cara lost an aunt, Larry lost a friend, and Craig’s father passed away.  (busy month)

Sergeant at Arms: Ray Hazzard and Mike Mannarino – Nothing to report.

Quartermaster: Eddie Landy, Jody, Pat, Tony, Nate -The committee met on 2/12/23.  We discussed our current inventory and that we need to sell what we have.  We will be ordering sweatshirts for members only.  There will be a form on the web page for this.  When Eddie was quartermaster for another chapter they sold knight pins, angle pins, vest extenders and pin backs.  These are easy money makers.  Eddie will look into prices and items for inventory.  We will be using All-U printers, Pat uses them for his firehouse and they are good quality and reasonable prices.  A Venmo account has been set up as well as an email address (wearables@redknightsny3.com).  We will be moving our inventory back to the clubhouse so that it will be accessible during meetings. 

Ride Captain(s):  Kevin RC / Calvin Asst RC – Road Committee – Tony, Larry, Don G, Ray, Dan, Mike M and Nate. The ride schedule has been finalized (but there is aways room to add or adjust as needed.)  See attached excel sheet.
Information Officer– Matt Mickle – Same report - Matt reported he is doing a lot of reorganization on the web page and in the photo gallery.  Please post any ride and event photos to our FaceBook Page so that Matt can put them on the web site. If you want anything posted on the website, get it to Matt.  He is always looking for photos of members with their bikes.  He continues to work on obtaining a way to sell wearables and “sellables” on the web page with payment on a square or Venmo.  The password is n3wyorKIII.  


Committee Reports:
SOGs - Matt Mickle, Mike Mannarino, Lori Becker – no report

Safety Committee: Casey - 2 and 3 wheel classes will be starting soon.  Sign ups are on line and vary in price.  Pat asked Casey to look into a 1 day skills enhancement class. 

Abate/PAC –Casey Clemens – Regional Ride is 4/29, details will be in their next news letter which is not out yet. 

Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Jeannine, Jeff Manor – we got a thank you letter from the VA for our donation.  A list of items needs has been posted on our FaceBook page.  It changes month to month.  There were 6,000 homeless vets that went through the VA last month.  Linda will try to get the list of needed items posted earlier next month.  Pat and Jodi picked up clothes at Kohl’s, they had some great sales.  Suggesting to shop around to get the most for your dollars when donating. 

Audit and Finance - Don Gifford, Larry Gates, Andrea Clemens. -Same report- They will wait for Kris to return from FL and then schedule.

After Holiday Party Committee – Pat, Jodi, Tony, Kris, Dan & Sue, Cara, and Andrea. – no report

America’s 911 Ride - Kevin, Ernie, Donna, Larry, Cara, Pat - Dave Tordoff from NY 53 and Kevin really want this to be a huge success and think the Red Knights should be the natural leaders for this event – we need to talk it up not just in our own chapters but others as well.
Letters (thanks Matt) asking for donations being mailed to fire departments in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady & Ulster counties.
Lexy from the America’s 911 Foundation will be speaking at the NYS meeting on April 29th @ the Eagle Mills FD in Troy. We need to make a big showing at this meeting and I’d appreciate the word being spread to other chapters as well.
Our goal is to raise $15K and have 50 motorcycles on the ride (please let Kevin know how many from NY III are going).
A flyer (thanks Matt) has been posted on all the Facebook pages – SHARE this all over please.
We are open to other ideas for fund raising.

AMERICADE Committee – Larry, Tony, Don G, Kevin, Donna K. Calvin C, Ray, Jim, Harold,  Kris  & Cara(meals) Matt (Advertising/Artwork) – AMERICADE dates May 30th-June 3d, 2023.  
Kevin has shared the proposed ride with the committee members and have received positive feedback. It will be a ride around Sacandaga Lake. The proposed start time with unconfirmed stops is (we still need to confirm the lunch stop and Calvin is working on that); 
Leave Lake George @ 9am, 
1st Rest Stop Speculator @ Mountain Market (gas) around 10:15am - 30 minutes Leave @
10:45am
2nd Rest Stop @ Canada Lake Store around 11:25am - 15 minutes - Leave @ 11:40am
Lunch Mayfield FD around 12:25pm - 65 minutes - Leave @ 1:30pm
Lake George FD around 2:45pm  (we could stop in Hadley or Lake Luzerne if we needed
another rest stop.
Cara has food options from Fire and Smoke.  Matt will put a voting post on Facebook.  
If Matt wants to start putting a flyer together that would be awesome ��
   
YANKEE RALLY 2023 -  Kevin – Is being hosted by RKMC NY 30 (Finger Lakes) and it will be June 8th – 11th, The second hotel is full and they is a third hotel.  See FaceBook  Yankee Rally 2023 for details.

Ways & Means - Craig Myers, Matt Mickle, Bill Benosky, Calvin Clark and Casey Clemens –The next raffle will be for the month of July. Matt had ordered tickets and will have them for the next meeting. If all tickets are sold there will be between $2,100 - $3,100 profit.  Bring any other fund-raising ideas to the committee.

Spring Fling- Committee - Lori Becker, Donna Koch – There will be one!!!  The committee will look at the calendar and pick a date.  No new information. 

International Convention Committee – Deb & Ed Landy – Austria in 2023!

Nickname Patch Committee – Lori, Pat, Mike B., Eddie, and Deb – If you have a suggestion for a nickname, give it to someone on the committee. 
 
No One Left Behind – Calvin Clark, Casey Clemens and Pat O’Connor – no report 
 
NY III Family Picnic – Craig Myers and Kris – Discussion about a picnic took place.  It is scheduled for August 12, 2023!  Details to follow. 
 
Grievance Committee – Ray Hazzard, Mike Mannarino, Deb Landy and Jodi Davis - no report
 
RITA Walk – “Out of the Darkness” – Linda- This year’s walk is Sunday, 9/24/23.

Old Business:  

Jodi asked that $115.40 be approved for the gift basket and gift card for Lori thanking her for her 13 years as secretary.  Motion made by Matt, 2nd by Sue.  Motion passed.  
Jodi also asked that $50.00 be approved for the gift card for Tony thanking him for being VP.  Motion made by Larry, 2nd by Sue.  Motion passed.
Matt returned the $300 check donation for the family in South Schenectady in January.  He has not been able to contact the family.  


New Business:

Casey asked for reimbursement for ABATE dues of $30.  Motion made by Mike M., 2nd by Mike B.  Motion passed.

Lori sent a request for Deb to ask for a $100 donation to Renegade Pigs for their Bikers Against Bullying.  Motion made by Matt, 2nd by Linda.  Motion defeated.  (perhaps Lori can provide more information at the next meeting.)

Destination meetings for the summer:
	July – Samascott , 65 Chatham St, Kinderhook, NY 12106
	August – Jumpin’ Jacks Drive Inn, 5 Schonowee Ave, Scotia, NY 12302
	September – Kay’s Pizza, 10 Walsh Ln, Averill Park, NY 12018

Good and Welfare – 

Dave of NYRVA stopped by to tell us of a fundraiser he is putting together on May 20th for West Albany Strong.  The event will be at the clubhouse and will help rebuild a park down the road for the kids.  West Albany Strong has a FaceBook page.  Information will be posted there.

50-50 was $5500 to the winner – Congratulations, Matt!
 
Motion for adjournment at 9:010pm by Andrea and 2nd by Suet – Motion Passed

Website Members Only Password - n3wyorKIII


OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THURSDAY April 13 at the CLUBHOUSE
(Cara and Larry will bring snacks.)  
(We cannot find the signup sheet for snacks. Please contact Deb if you would like to bring snacks to a meeting.)
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