Red Knights
Motorcycle club
New York Chapter III – Capital Region, NY











Date of meeting – March 14, 2024

Place of meeting:– NYRVFA (Clubhouse)
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:04 pm.
· Pledge of allegiance lead by SAA Ray Hazzard.    
· Moment of silence by Pat.
· Prayer by Chaplain Mike Barber.
· Attendance and roll call:  28 members present.

Membership: Tony, Ray, Larry, Mike B. – 2 new applications were received.  Paul Keehner Jr – active and Tina Keehner – social. Sponsored by Deb Landy. Both are former members of NY 12.  Motion to accept membership both made by Kenny, 2nd by Mary.  Motion passed.
· Secretary-Motion made to dispense the reading of the minutes made by Mike M. and 2nd by Kenny. Motion Passed.

Secretary Report: – Deb Landy – letter of invitation from Maplewood Fire Department to participate in their Memorial Day parade on May 24th at 6:00 pm. 

Treasurer’s Report: - Jim Alexander – Presented by Jodi Davis – 
General Fund: starting balance $2,947.28. 
Income of $250.00 – 2024 member’s dues.
Expenses of $477.80 –$342.46 for supplies for the Kick Stands Up party,$35.34 for packing supplies and $100 from the money set aside in Steve “Lefty” Wright’s name for charitable donations for shipping. 
Ending Balance for General Fund is $2,719.48.  (Designated Reserve of $200 from donations collected at the 2022 Americade). Available Balance in General Fund is $2,747.28.)
Sunshine Fund: starting balance $1,096.85. 
Income of $45 – 50/50 proceeds at February meeting. 
Expenses -  none.
Ending Balance for Sunshine Fund is $1,141.85.
TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $3,861.33. 
Savings Account: starting balance is $202.87. 
Income of $0.00 
No Expenses. 
Ending savings account balance is $202.87. 
Notes: Collection of 2024 dues is now underway. Dues are now $25 per member (includes $5 late fee) and can be paid at any meeting/event or mailed directly to the President (Pat O’Connor  14 B Emerson Dr, Latham, NY 12110). Cash or check is acceptable. Make checks payable to Red Knights NY 3.
Motion made by Ed. to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd Casey.  Motion passed.
 
Vice President – Larry Gates – The weather has been nice.  Please be careful if you ride, there is lots of salt and debris on the roads.  Also please keep our military personnel in your thoughts and prayers.

President Report – Pat O’Connor – Great showing of support for Jim Alexander during his time of need at Doreen’s memorial service.  Be careful as ride season starts.  Keep your head on a swivel and know your machine.  Just be careful and be smart. NY 12 is probably not going to host the dinner on Thursday at Americade.  NY 28 may be doing a ride on Friday. Details to come. There are lots of ride flyers being posted.  We are a riding organization so LET’S RIDE!  

Appointed Officers:

Chaplain – Michael Barber – no report
 
Sunshine Club –Deb, Cara, Miranda, and Andrea – 5 cards were sent. –  Donna Asprion – encouragement as she is a breast cancer survivor.  Mike Mannarino had hand surgery.  Casey and Andrea Clements’ friend passed away.  Matt Mickel had carpal tunnel surgery.  Jim Alexander’s wife passed away.  

Information Officer– Matt Mickle – Matt spends lots of time working on the web site, creating new pages and in the photo gallery. Please post any ride and event photos to our Facebook Page so that Matt can put them on the web site. If you want anything posted on the website, get it to Matt. He is always looking for photos of members with their bikes. The web sit is up and running.  The password is n3wyorKIII.

Sergeant at Arms: Ray and Mike M. – no report

Quartermaster: Eddie, Jody, Pat, Tony, Nate –New shirt art idea with S.K.O.F.U. on it has been sent to Matt. He will work on the design. Pat is still working on a Sweatshirt order. Sweatshirt order is due March 20th. . If you want a sweatshirt, please contact Pat. Current stock shirt prices have been decreased.  

Ride Captain(s):  Kevin RC / Don Asst RC May 4th is the first scheduled ride.  NY 53 bike blessing is meeting at the Hoosick Valley Community Church at 10am.  

Committee Reports:

Abate/PAC – Casey – 50 years celebration is this year.  They have filed 2 bills against the EPA that could force everyone to go electric by 2035.  
 
Audit and Finance - Don, Larry, Andrea – An audit will be scheduled when Kris returns from Florida at the end of March. 

America’s 9/11 Ride – Kevin, Donna, Ernie, Pat, Larry, and Cara – The ride is August 14-18.  Registration is open.  A flyer has been forwarded to the foundation. Start your fundraising now! Fundraising letters are available.  See Kevin if you plan on going.  Some are going to ride to Harrisburg, PA on Wednesday.  See Larry if you are going on Wednesday so he can get hotel information out.  www.americas911ride.org

AMERICADE Committee – Don G , Larry, Tony, Calvin C, Ray, Jim, Harold,  Kris (food), Matt (Advertising/Artwork) –AMERICADE dates May 28th-June 2nd, 2024.  We will continue to host the Wednesday ride. Don is working on the route. The ride will start at Lake George Firehouse with lunch at Crown Point.  Tony and Kris will be organizing lunch. We will be stopping at Hague Market to say hello, show support and have a group picture. 

NON- AMERICADE Committee – Larry, Kevin, Matt, Ray and Kenny – Larry asked if we want to hire Playing with Fire Band again for Saturday night.  He would ask the chapter to pay for half and Whipperwhirl to pay half.  He will get the price and report back.  

Grievance Committee – Ray, Mike M., Deb and Jodi - no report

International Convention Committee – Deb & Eddie - Germany in 2024.

Kick Stands Up Party Committee – Cara, Jeaninne, Pat, Jodi, Tony, Kris, Donna, Mary, Linda, Deb, and Andrea –Flyers have been sent out our chapter members and to NY 3,11,23,28, & 53 to invite them. Please email Jodi with what dish you will be bringing . The theme is Safety.  You can bring your raffle items to the next meeting or contact Cara or Deb if you want them picked up.  We will have 3 special guests, Carl and Cathy Smith, Jim from Hague Market and Lexi from America’s 9/11 Ride.   The date is April 27th at Shaker Road – Loudonville Fire House. It will be a great night. 

Meeting Room Committee – Cara, Matt, Andrea, and Casey – nothing new.

Memory Tree Committee – Deb, Cara, Jodi, Pat, Donna, and Andrea – no report 

Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Jeannine, Jeff Manor – Jeannine;   On 5/5 a Cinco De Mayo party for military will be held at the Rotterdam Elks from 1-5.  She is looking for help with this event. Please let Jeannine know if you can help or you would like to attend.  

Nickname Patch Committee – Pat, Mike B., Eddie, and Deb – An electronic form has been created and is on the website. Nicknames will be presented at the KSU Party. 

NY III Family Picnic – Craig Myers and Kris –Next year’s picnic is on August 10, 2024.  
 
Safety Committee: Casey – no report

SOGs - Matt, Mike M, Lori – no report

RITA Walk – “Out of the Darkness” – Linda & Nancy- no report. 

YANKEE RALLY 2024 – Deb and Eddie - Hosted by RKMC NH 9 (Keene, NH) and it will be June 5th – 9th.  See Facebook Yankee Rally 2024 for details. Registration is $80.00.  Some chapter members will be camping.

Ways & Means - Craig, Matt, Bill, Calvin and Casey –we decided to do our annual raffle in July.  Matt will order tickets so we can start selling. 



Old Business:  none


New Business:

Cara asked for approval for $50 each for 2 bartenders and $250 for the photographer for the Kickstands Up Party.  Motion to pay bartenders $50 each made by Matt and 2nd by Eric.  Motion passed.  Motion to pay photographer $250 made by Casey and 2nd by Sue.  Motion passed.

Casey presented a receipt for $30 for ABATE dues.  Motion to reimburse Casey made by Matt and 2nd by Mike M.  Motion passed.

Jodi announced the NY Association dues for 2024 are $25.  Motion to pay the dues made by Kevin and 2nd by Mary.  Motion passed. 

Good and Welfare – 

Tsatsawassa Fire Department breakfast – 3rd Sunday of the month.

Maplewood Memorial Day parade is May 24th.  Line up at 6pm. 

May 21st  5-9  is the first food truck event in Bloomington.  Then the 3rd Tuesday of the month through September. 

50-50 – $41 to chapter and $41 to the winner. Congratulation Mary. She donated her share to the 9/11 Ride. 

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:15 made by Eric, 2nd by Kevin. Motion passed. 
 

Website Members Only Password - n3wyorKIII


OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THURSDAY, APRIL 11TH AT THE CLUBHOUSE.
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