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NEW YORX CHAPTER Il Guilderland, N.Y.





MEETING MINUTES
Hosted by South Schenectady FD

September 13, 2012
Call meeting to order at 7:35
Pledge of allegiance

Moment of silence “Victims of 9/11”
Prayer by the chaplain (Dennis Mason)

Roll Call –(Lori)
Application of new members (Lefty) –Josh Walter from Beukendaal FD. Sponsored by Ken.       Larry Colleton from Beukendaal FD.  Sponsored by Ken.   Motion to waive the 30 waiting period and accept these two applicants made by Steve Haggerty.  Second by Dennis   
Russell Maher from Quaker St. FD.  Sponsored by Brian Novotny Motion to waive the 30 day waiting period and accept this applicant made by Fuzzy, Second by Marc

Reading of the previous minutes (Lori) – Motion to not read the minutes made by Stephen Wright.  Motion to accept the minutes made by Stephen Wright, Second by Marc  
Officers Reports

Secretary -Notices and communications (Lori) – Please sign card for Jason’s baby to go with the present. A time will be planned to give them the gift.
Treasurer Report (Elaine) – Elaine presented the report for this month.  
Discussion of the reduced dues for new members – overpayments will be carried over into next year’s dues. 
Reading of the bills - Lisa made a motion to accept the report, second by Pam.
· Chaplain (Dennis Mason) – Sunshine Club, Sick & Welfare – None.
· Quartermaster (Ken Abel) – Ken would like to order 50 more shirts.  He will also try to obtain decals.  Tony is still working on getting coins.  
President Pat reported that we sold our shirts at Gettysburg very fast.  We will bring more again next year to Rutland.

· Ride Captain(s) (Steve Wright & Bob Provost) – Lefty reported we have been on many good rides since we started the season in February.  We rode in the ABATE ride to the Capitol,  we participated in a few Home 4 Joe rides, we rode in the Fireman’s Home ride, rode with other Red Knight Chapters, The Akins Angels Ride, Blue Friday, Patriot Flight, Chapter 12 poker ride, Brooks BBQ, Ommegang Brewery, and of course our own 12 Station Ride. (more too)
· Upcoming rides of interest - 9/15 Ride for Rescue  9/15 Beukendaal Fire  9/29  Ride  For Annie – Asking for assistance. Beukendaal Station 1
· Steven Siller Tunnels to Towers Run – They are asking us to help with the ride, details will follow.  Chapter 29 is taking a lead on it.
Club Ride – October 14th, Toy Run.  Ride in am back to Eagles Club for burgers and dogs, then ride to City Hall with toys, the back for Pig Roast.  Last year we had the largest club for this ride.  

“We said we were gonna ride damn it, we’re riding!!!”
Keep checking Facebook for updates!
· Secretary (Lori Becker) – “I don’t feel like talking tonight!” 
· Vice President (Fuzzy Carr Jr.) – 12 Stations Grand Tour ride.  Fuzzy read the letter from International and had the patches to present.  Brian and Donna made their 4th ride so they receive a special pin.  Congratulations to them!  
It was suggested that we do FIREHOUSE next year.  Fuzzy will plan it out.  

If you did the ride, Fuzzy has your patches.

· President (Pat O’Connor)

· Thank You to all that have attended all the rides this summer, we have had great membership support and people now know who we are and what we do ;0)
· We attended the I-Convention in Gettysburg - Flash, Don, Lisa, Dennis, Dave, and Jodi… Everyone had a great time ;0)

· We had 1 issue on the trip, Dave Dalheim had a minor PDAA on the way back from Gettysburg, Thank God all were Ok!

· Our “Red Headed Step Knight” Tom has offered to put on a mini M/C safety class for our group, he said to pick a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, everything open for him but the next 2 weeks – The members requested this be scheduled in the Spring when we are beginning our riding season.

Committee Reports

· Membership –  (Steve Wright or Matt Mickle) – no further report
· International Convention – (Pat O’Connor or Fuzzy Carr)

The following are notes from The President from the meeting he attended:

RKMC International Meeting August 18th - Gettysburg Convention
74 Chapters present to vote including Belgium, Switzerland, Germany, Canada,& Australia
Officers reports accepted... Reports all in orange book
Comm reports
WTC Artifact comm: 33 months to organize this event, did a great job escorting the steel from NYC  to Boylston, Ma. - the dedication went very well and the odd thing is that the total number who attended the decication was "343"
Audit Comm - Leo Peotry
Audit performed by a private co. - I major issue found, bank took $30,000 out of RKMC account by accident, it was the banks mistake and a letter of apology was sent by the bank
Convention Reports
2013 August 15 – 18, 2013 Convention will be held in Rutland, Holiday Inn is convention center, $109.00 per night, $65.00 for registration which includes BBQ, Banquet, Breakfast, & Good Bag
2014 Convention will be in P.E.I. , 3rd week of July, host facility will be the University of PEI... Number of events planned
2015 will be in Texas... Sponsored by the Tx Assoc in San Antonio
2016 is in Wisconsin
Membership - Bill Snodgrass
381 Chapters
9200 Members
Membership growing in Europe, and and west of the Mississippi
Passing of members
227 currently on memorial
26 have passed since last years convention
Flag & Angel coin presented to families of passing members
Texas questioned the cost of sending aboard member to a funeral - Leo said he believes they payout between $350-$450 / Past Pres. Broulette commented on topic by stating he said he would try to send closest International Officer
Insurance - Snodgrass
Million dollar policy, $148.00 per event for 200 people, $166.00 for rides over 200 people
Don Parker Ma 1 founding member - Memorial
Family members have asked for pics of memorial with family members names
Memorial site donations - Leo
$100.00 donations from chapter for names on memorial
$11,000 has been spent this year for upkeep & updates
Looking at another name pedestal  for $6000.00
Grand Tours - Henry Heidel
Numbers were down last year, but much improved this year
Overseas - Chris
Website is bilingual now, new countries have been added
Brazil bombieros want to patch over to RKMC
MAL - Chris
511 members, still pushing them into chapters
Old Business
Chapters in the rears
New business
1. Passed
2. Passed
3. Passed
4. Deleting the Quartermaster ***** because last year the International created a Red Knights Regalia (RKR) Corporation to gain a FOR PROFIT organization, the money raised offsets the dues increase for the International.... The RKMC-IS NOT A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION so the REGALIA can't donate money for a tax exemption
The corporation does have bylaws, but have not been posted
Motion passed with 100%
5. Passed 73-1
6. Pased
7. 2017 convention motion for NYS in Syracuse - Passed
Elections of officers
All elected without any opposition
Good of the Order
Maryland 4 donated  $250.00 to the memorial fund
PA 15 - feels disconnected from the international, what does the I-board do for chapters?
Quebec wants to be part of the Police & Fire Olympics
President said it is good publicity and also mentioned the KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND which includes Red Knights-Blue Knights-Green Knights(Military)
PA 12 - Brian - host stated they had 429 members registered, hospitality room opens at 12p, Banquet at Eisenhower 1 - large breakfast tomorrow
Steve Mickle - Ma2 / Red Knights Americade Dinner, wants the internationals endorsement - President Avery supports the dinner 

President O’Connor NY III requested supported for a GRAND TOUR Ride at AMERICADE that would be sponsored by the International and run by NY III – Approved by I-Board

· Americade Ride – (Fuzzy Carr) – See earlier report.  Fuzzy is looking at possibly getting a pin for the ride.   
· Bylaws – (Matt Mickle, Mike Mamarino, & Lori Becker) – Discussion was held about possibly having minimal requirement to be a member.  We would like to look into some membership requirements for meetings & events, we have several members now and we would like to see them come around. The by-laws committee will see if it should be included in the by-laws.  
· Spring Fling – (Lori Becker, Kelly Mason) Nothing to report at this time.
· Chapter Flag – (Pat O’Connor & Tony Vogt) – nothing to report.  He told her to stand by as there are other ideas to look at. 
· Aaron Jennes (Military) – (Matt Mickle & Bob Dennett) – Aaron is stateside now!!!  YAY!!!  He is in debriefing and will be on his way home.  He will not be flying home but will be driving from Ft. Dix but it is unsure when this will happen.
· Parades – None at this time.
· ABATE/PAC – (Mick DellAvalle) – Planning for next year’s ABATE ride is underway.  
· Web site – Matt reports that we have a new website.  It is a work in progress now.  Possibly a picture of you on your bike!  Matt talked about other ideas he has.  Bylaws, merchandise link, ride notices, etc.  The site costs $330 for the next 3 years.  There will be google exposure.  
Matt reports:

The website is up at www.redknightsny3.com
· Couple of things he is looking for from the membership:

· 1. He would like DIGITAL copies of your department’s patch/artwork. If you’ve ever had a t-shirt made with your department’s logo, talk to the people that made your shirt and get a .jpg of the logo. He wants to put up a page of all the departments we represent…

· 2. Bike portraits – He wants to put up pics of you and your bike. Should be just you and your bike (look at the webpage, under Members, to see a couple of examples). There shouldn’t be any question as to which person in the pic is you. Let him know how you want your name displayed, what kind (year, make, model) of bike, and if you’d like your personal email address linked (gotta give him the address you want).

· 3. Any comments, suggestions, submissions, etc.,

· You can send them to webmaster@redknightsny3.com or to Matt’s e-mail.
Old Business

Tony – NYC International Bike Show January 18 – 20, 2013.  Tony will be in charge of planning it this year!  There are inexpensive hotel rooms nearby that we may look at if members would like to stay overnight.
New Business 
 Mick – Requested a Santa Claus Committee – 
Fuzzy has an idea to help ourselves out – an adult Halloween Party for us!  Just something for us to enjoy.
Good & Welfare

Steve Haggerty – Asking members to let him know when their drills are and the names of their Chiefs so he can contact them and possibly do business with them.

Lefty announced that Elsmere FD will be hosting the Albany County Muster September 15.  Playing With Fire Band will be playing 6-9pm.
President Pat talked about an incredible man we met at the Home 4 Joe Ride.  We met Rev Paul Panos who was involved in the recovery process on 9/11.  He showed us a cross made of steel from the Towers that was presented to him.  He didn’t show it to everyone; he chose to show it to us as we were firefighters.  He is also a biker.
Matt suggested that we make him an Honorary Member of the club.
Next Meeting - October 11, 7:30pm at Selkirk Fire Department, Station 2. 
Directions - Thurway to exit 23 get off exit 1 to Rt 9w south go 4 miles take left on Glenmont Road Fire house 1/4 mile on left 
Selkirk Fire Station 2 (Glenmont FH) or Rt 787 south to end turn right on Rt 9w south to Glenmont Rd Glenmont Rd is the corner of Price Chopper as well.
Motion for Adjournment made by Pam and Second by Marc.  
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