Red Knights
Motorcycle club
New York Chapter III – Capital Region, NY











Date of meeting – November 9, 2023

Place of meeting:– NYRVFA (Clubhouse)
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:10 pm.
· Pledge of allegiance lead by SAA Ray Hazzard.    
· Moment of silence by Pat.
· Prayer by Asst. Chaplain Deb Landy.
· Attendance and roll call:  17 members present.
· Secretary-Motion made to dispense the reading of the minutes made by Kevin and 2nd by Kris. Motion Passed.

Membership: Tony, Ray, Jeff Manor – No report 

Secretary Report: – Deb Landy – The chapter received a thank you email from Leo Patry for the nice card and a thank you letter from the VA Hospital for our donations.

Treasurer’s Report: - Kris Vogt - General Fund: starting balance $4,456.97. Income of $270 – Quarter Master patch sales at September meeting, 2024 dues from 11 members
Expenses of $432.39 – purchase of challenge coin holder and flag frame, annual website
maintenance fees, purchase of 200 Club stationary cards with envelopes. Ending Balance for General Fund is $4,294.58. Designated Reserve of $500 from donations collected at the 2022 Americade. Available Balance in General Fund is $3,794.58. Sunshine Fund: starting balance $1,188.03. Income of $40 – 50/50 proceeds at October meeting. Expenses of $143.63 – food and supplies for annual summer picnic. Ending Balance for Sunshine Fund is $1,084.40. TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $5,378.98. Savings Account: No activity. Current Balance is $202.83. Dues remain at $20 per member and can be paid at a meeting or mailed directly to the Treasurer at 32 Ableman Avenue, Albany, NY 12203. Cash or check is acceptable. Make checks payable to Red Knights NY 3.
Motion made by Matt to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd Ken.  Motion passed.

Vice President – Larry Gates – No Report

President Report – Pat O’Connor – Pat welcomed everyone back to the clubhouse!  Pat is trying to get a key fob for anyone who wants one.  He also reminded us the dues for NYRVFA is only $25 a year and they do give us the upstairs for free, so consider joining for all they do for us.  Thank you to everyone who came out to the Patriots Hills event last Sunday at Vender Molen Fire Apparatus and the Trunk or Treat events.  Everyone had a great time.  Our group is all about supporting each other and not just on rides.  It is a positive expression of us!  Update on Tim Tordoff, his suspension has been lifted per the international bylaws, but the investigation continues.  Pat feels Tim is being harassed by the international board and would like to write a letter to the board stating such and to drop the charges.  

Appointed Officers:

Chaplain – Michael Barber – no report
 
Sunshine Club –Deb, Cara, Miranda, and Andrea – 6 cards were sent. –  Matt Mickle, Rick Swinney, Mike Barber, Eugene and Eugenia Browing all had COVID.  Kylee Walton got hurt at cheer practice when she was dropped from a cheerleading stunt.  Eddie and Deb Landy lost a friend and fellow firefighter.  After the chapter visit to Damit Carl he has been eating again, riding the tractor to do yard work and overall getting stronger.  Our visit definitely had a positive effect on Carl and Kathy.

Information Officer– Matt Mickle – The Website has been down for a couple of weeks.  Matt is working with the web company to restore it and we are getting a free month for our troubles. 
Matt is continually working on the web page and in the photo gallery. Please post any ride and event photos to our FaceBook Page so that Matt can put them on the web site. If you want anything posted on the website, get it to Matt. He is always looking for photos of members with their bikes. The password is n3wyorKIII.

Sergeant at Arms: Ray and Mike M. – no report

Quartermaster: Eddie, Jody, Pat, Tony, Nate – Kris brought the new coins to leave in the clubhouse.  Sweatshirt order is out, contact Pat to order. Current stock shirt prices have been decreased.  Buy – Buy – Buy so we can move this stock out. 

Ride Captain(s):  Kevin RC / Calvin Asst RC – Road Committee – Tony, Larry, Don G, Ray,
Dan, Mike M and Nate. – Kevin – Ride Calendar meeting will be held on December 1st at 6pm at the clubhouse to create next year’s ride calendar with NY 3, 11, 28, 29, & 53. Get any ride ideas to Kevin before Thanksgiving. We would like to see more NY 3 hosted rides and/or events.  


Committee Reports:

Abate/PAC – Casey – no report
 
Audit and Finance - Don, Larry, Andrea -no report

America’s 9/11 Ride – Kevin, Donna, Ernie Pat, Larry, and Cara – Looking at this again next year and a team meeting should be set up to include all Red Knights that want to go and post the information on the All Chapter/MAL Facebook page.  

AMERICADE Committee – Don G , Larry, Tony, Calvin C, Ray, Jim, Harold,  Kris (food), Matt (Advertising/Artwork) –AMERICADE dates May 28th-June 2nd, 2024.  We will continue to host the Wednesday ride and do chapter sales at the firehouse on Thursday.  Kevin will not be available for the Wednesday ride.  Someone else will have to lead the ride.  

Grievance Committee – Ray, Mike M., Deb and Jodi - no report

International Convention Committee – Deb & Eddie - Germany in 2024.

Kick Stands Up Party Committee – Cara, Jeaninne, Pat, Jodi, Tony, Kris, Donna, and Andrea. – The date is April 27th at Shaker Road – Loudonville Fire House.

Meeting Room Committee – Cara, Matt, Andrea, and Casey –The clubhouse is open!  

Memory Tree Committee – Deb, Cara, Jodi, Pat, Donna, and Andrea – Deb reserved the tree.  It is in Tallmadge Park, Mechanicville.  Deb and Cara are gathering lights and decorations.  We will be decorating on 11/26 at 1pm.  

Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Jeannine, Jeff Manor – Jeannie thanked everyone that came out to the Patriot Hills event.  She presented Pat and Larry with 8 States Strong challenge coins and Cara and Deb with hats for their extra help.  There were lots of food donations from the event that Linda brought to the VA.  A discussion was held about a group going to the VA this holiday season, giving out cards and visiting with the vets.  Linda will look into it and report back.  

Nickname Patch Committee – Pat, Mike B., Eddie, and Deb – bring any ideas to the committee.  An electronic form will be created for nickname suggestions. 

Nomination committee – Ray and Mike B. – Current nominations are: President – Pat O’Connor, Treasurer – Jim Alexander, (Kris declined Kevin’s nomination), Road captain – Kevin Keller.  	
 
NY III Family Picnic – Craig Myers and Kris –Next year’s picnic is on August 10, 2024.  
 
Safety Committee: Casey – no report

SOGs - Matt, Mike M, Lori – no report


RITA Walk – “Out of the Darkness” – Linda & Nancy- This year we raised $900.03 for Suicide Prevention in Tracy’s name.

YANKEE RALLY 2024 - Kevin - Hosted by RKMC NH 9 (Keene, NH) and it will be June 5th – 9th.  See FaceBook Yankee Rally 2024 for details. Registration is $80.00.  Some chapter members will be camping.

Ways & Means - Craig, Matt, Bill, Calvin and Casey –no report


Old Business:  none


New Business:

A receipt was presented for $83.05 to reimburse Deb for the memory tree and lights.  Motion made by Casey to reimburse Deb, 2nd by Mary.  Motion passed.

A receipt was presented for $201.28 to reimburse Larry for the toys he purchased for Toys for Tots.  Motion made by Mike M. to reimburse Larry, 2nd by Andrea.  Motion passed. 

A receipt was presented for $353.96 to reimburse Cara for the pizza lunch on the Damit Carl Ride.  Motion made by Mary to reimburse Cara, 2nd by Andrea.  Motion passed

A receipt was presented for $101.94 to reimburse Kris for Halloween candy for the Trunk or Treat.  Motion made by Linda to reimburse Kris, 2nd by Matt.  Motion passed. 

A motion to buy $200 in gift cards for the VA was made by Linda, 2nd by Matt.  Motion passed.

A motion was made by Larry to buy 10 wreaths at $170.00 for Wreaths Across America, 2nd by Matt.  Motion passed. 

Good and Welfare – 
11/19 Toys for Tots Convoy starting at Ballston Spa Central school 8 am lineup. Contact Larry with any questions.
12/3 Santa in the Park, Tallmadge Park, Mechanicville.  12-2pm with Santa and the Queen.  The chapter will meet at 1:30 for their photos with the Claus Family.
12/7 Madison O’Connor graduates.
12/9 Mapplewood Firehouse Breakfast with Santa.  8:30 – 11:30
12/16 Wreaths Across America, Saratoga National Cemetery. 
5/5/24 Patriots Hills event at Rotterdam Elks.
Third Sunday of the month is breakfast at Tsatsawassa Fire House, October - June


50-50 – $40 to chapter and $40 to the winner. Congratulation Larry.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 9:02 made by Andrea, 2nd by Mike M. Motion passed. 
 
Website Members Only Password - n3wyorKIII

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THURSDAY December 14th at the Clubhouse.
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