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NEW YORX CHAPTER Il Guilderland, N.Y.





Date of meeting – December 10, 2020
Place of meeting:  Due to COVID -19, the meeting was held on Zoom.
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:10 
· Pledge of allegiance lead by Pat.    
· Moment of silence by President Pat O’Connor Remembering Doc.
· Prayer created by Mike Barber that Pat read. 
· Attendance and roll call–   31 people present on Zoom.
· Reading of previous minutes – Motion to wave the reading of and to accept the November minutes made by Kevin. Second by Derek. 
· Report of Officers:
Secretary: – Lori –   No report.
Treasurer: Presentation of Bills & Payment – Submitted by Kris:  
 General Fund:   starting balance $4,064.32 Income of $580 – 2021 dues from 29 members

Expenses of $1289 – payment for pictures and framing of 3 Americade Patch rides; purchase of 16 wreaths plus 8 free wreaths for Gerald Solomon National Cemetery; sponsorship of holiday party for students at St. Anne Institute; donation to Salisbury family for loss due to fire; purchase of vest patches from International Quartermaster Ending Balance for General Fund is $3,355.32

Sunshine Fund:   starting balance $717.43No Income. Expenses of $25 – payment for materials to make to baby vests presented by Sunshine Committee
Ending Balance for Sunshine Fund is $692.43

TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $4,047.75

Savings Account:   Current Balance $205.05 No activity reported.

2021 DUES are now being accepted.  Annual dues are $20 per member (excluding honorary, life and junior members and active members of the military).  For this year only, dues can be mailed to the Treasurer at 32 Ableman Avenue, Albany, NY 12203.  Dues not received by January 31st will be accessed a $5 late fee.  If you are not sure if you have paid you can contact me by email kris.vgt@gmail.com or call/text 518-322-2572 to verify.

Motion to accept the treasurer’s report made by Deb, second by Rob.  
Vice-President – Mike Barber- Mike sent his report to Pat who read it to the membership:
My Fellow Knights of NY III;

We are family and like most families we had our share of sadness and joy.  

We lost 2 members this past year, one Active and one Charter. We all were affected by the Coved 19 pandemic, either direct or indirectly.  We had members who suffered and strained either with injuries themselves or with their loved ones; and all through all of this we persevered and came together as family. 

We also had some joys in our family.  The club participated in several, well put together, patch rides and events though this year.  Some of us reached the distinct honor of Grand Tour Master.

As a family I would like to recognize a few of those who made this year such a success.

First of all:

Our President, Pat O’Connor:  Without his guidance, leadership and perseverance a lot of the little day to day items would not have been accomplished. He kept the officers informed on important things that effected the club on so many levels.  In times of despair he was the glue that held us together and made us believe things will get better.

Kris Vogt, our Treasurer:  Her accurate and meticulous keeping of our financial records and situation, through the year, was nothing short of amazing.  

Secretary Lori Becker: She kept us informed of the comings and goings of the chapter.  Lori’s keeping of the minutes and letting us know of other important information was a Godsend. 

Debbie Landy, the Assistant to the Chaplain:  Debbie made sure any member who was sick or in distress received a card from the Chapter letting them know they were not alone and we are there to help in any way.  

Our Ride Captains Kevin and Tony:  What a great job they did in organizing planning our rides.  The extra effort they, and all who helped them, put into each and every ride shows their commitment to the Chapter and us as a family.

Dan Farrell, our Quartermaster:  His due diligence in maintaining and tracking our wearables and our items was a tremendous feat.

Our Vice President:  Who really did absolutely nothing, did it so well that no one even knew he was there.

More important, I want to especially point out that is you, the membership, who really makes us a family.  Your attendance and participation in the various events makes the Chapter what it is today, a caring family. 

In closing, Be Safe out there and remember we are family, and although we may not agree on everything, like family, we are there for each other and our extended families.

Michael Barber
Vice President
Red Knights NY Chapter III
President – Pat O’Connor -  Pat, for the 6th year in a row, failed to acknowledge the nomination of Road Captain.  Pat nominated Kevin Keller for Road Captain. Keven accepted the nomination. 
Tim Tordoff wants to set up a group riding meeting.  Kevin will contact him. Tim made Pat aware that committees will be formed for rides. Northern chapters of the Red Knights are being investigated by international to review membership status to be sure we are all in the correct status. 

There was a question why John Razinski attended the November meeting.  He will be submitting an application in January.  He will be an asset to our chapter. 

Pat spoke about the tragedy of the passing of  Roy “Doc” Oyangen.  Rob sent his photo will be posted on the international cover photo. Lefty will follow up on it.
Pat expressed how proud he was of our chapter and all who showed up to see the family.  Lisa really appreciated us being there.  He also spoke about his appreciation to Rotterdam FD for allowing us to follow them and be a part of their event. 

Pat announced that meetings will be held on Zoom for quite a while now.

Pat thanked everyone for all they do and wished everyone a great holiday season and is looking forward to seeing everyone in 2021 when “shit’s gonna change for the better.” 

Appointed Officers:
Chaplain – Mike Barber – No report
Sunshine Club –Deb Landy -   Deb sent cards to: John Razinski who has a lot going on, he knows we have been thinking about him.  Nicole Farrell who had kidney stones And to Doc’s family for their loss. 
Sergeant at Arms: Ray Hazzard – Happy Holidays, send lots of presents. 
Quartermaster: Dan Farrell –  Patches are in , reach out if you need anything. 
Ride Captain(s): Kevin Keller & Tony Vogt – Report submitted by Tony
1. 2021 Dixie Rally,   May 14-16, 2021, The Region 4 rally will be held in Culpepper, VA.  For information go to www.redknightsva5.com.

2. Yankee Rally Dates are 5/21 - 5/23, 2021. Some people are going early on Thursday 5/20. For information go www.redknightsny43.org/yr2021 
3. 2021 convention is in Saint John New Brunswick, Canada, Aug 16 - Aug 22, 2021. You can go to the International web site (www.redknightsmc.com) for more information. 

Committee Reports:
Membership: Steve Wright, Dan Farrell and Ray Hazard –  No new applications received.
By-laws: Matt Mickle, Mike Mannarino, Lori Becker– no report   
Website – Matt Mickle –-Communicate any news, photos still needed for web site.  He will take them off Facebook pages if he doesn’t receive them.   
Safety Committee: Derek Swartz – Happy Holidays. More in the Spring. 
Abate/PAC –Casey Clemens –no report.
Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Matt Mickle and Jeannine – Jeannine let us know it is a pleasure to be part of this great organization.  She asks that we keep the soldiers who are deployed in our thoughts and prayers during the holidays and these times dealing with Covid.  
Lots of thoughts shared about the upcoming Army vs Navy game this weekend. 

Audit and Finance Committee: Mike B., Don G., and Sue F.  – Will wait until January to do the entire year. 
After Holiday Party Committee – Pat, Jodi, Marty & Kris – January 9, 2021 at Shaker Road Firehouse. On hold for now. 
Americade Committee – Kevin Keller, Ernie, Marty, Ed, Larry –  Don Gifford is being added to this committee. 
YANKEE RALLY: Tony and Kris – In Ride Captain report.
Ways & Means: Bill Asprion, Craig Myers, Matt Mickle, Bill Benosky – No report
Spring Fling- Committee - Committee - Lori Becker, Donna Koch – 2021

International Convention Committee – On Ride Captain report.  
Nickname Patch Committee – Lori (Chair), Steve, Dan and Pat – Taking suggestions.  Waiting to order patches to give when we can celebrate together. 
Annual Picnic – No picnic this  year(
NYS Association Meeting –   Stay tuned. 
Nominating Committee – Mike M and Eric G. – Elections will be held tonight. 
Old Business:   
Frank is making plans with the Salisbury family for us to present them with our donation next week.  He will let the membership know when it is finalized.
Nancy spoke of the Out of The Darkness Walk for suicide prevention in memory of our member Tracy Risko.  So far we made it past the goal with $1,170.05. Donations are accepted until 12/31- The team name is Team Frisky. See Nancy’s post on our private page.

Larry is being asked to reserve the entire Whippoorwill Motel and Campsites during Americade.  
Lori talked about the holiday party we are sponsoring for the girls at St. Annes.  The check was received and plans are being made for a date closer to Christmas.  Unfortunately, due to covid, it will look a lot different this year and RK members can’t attend as the agency has a no visitor policy at this time.

Officer elections:

Vice President – Steve (Lefty) Wright was previously nominated for this position and accepted the nomination.  Nominations off the floor? Matt nominated Mike Barber.  Mike was not available to accept the nomination. Tony made a motion to close the nominations for Vice President and for the secretary to cast one ballot for Steve Wright. Second by Matt. Motion carried.
Secretary – Sure Farrell was nominated last month as was Lori Becker.  Both have accepted the nomination. Sue is a social member and Lori is an active member.  The bylaws state if an active member is interested in a position, they hold the nomination. No other nominations were made off the floor.  Lefty made the motion to close nominations for Secretary and the Treasurer cast one ballot for Lori Becker.  Second by Deb. Motion carried.

Road Captain – Kevin Keller was nominated and accepted the nomination.  No nominations were made off the floor.  Marc S made the motion to close nominations for Road Captain and the Secretary cast one ballot for Kevin Keller.  Second by Meranda. 

Pat lead the reading of the Oath of office for the new officers. Congratulations to all. 
New Business:  
Pat received a letter of resignation from Lisa Cosgrove.  A motion was made by Matt to accept her resignation.  Second by Marty. Approved.

Kevin spoke about Jason Wheatley, a resident at the Firemen’s Home that we adopted.  Pat reminded members of who is.  Matt made a motion to spend $100 to buy him presents.  Pat will speak with his wife Karen about what to get him. 
Joker made a motion to $100 to Kelly, wife of the Chapter 50 member who fell off the roof and is in Albany Med. Monies to help with gas expenses. Second by Cara.  
Good and Welfare
Jay was going to give us an update on her daughter Quasha tonight but she wasn’t able to attend the meeting. Jay herself, had another surgery. 

Great news – Marc was recently engaged and they are having their second child, a daughter in March. 

Frank and Nancy Wickham are expecting another grandchild!

Playin’ With Fire Band has a new hot sauce – Hot Licks! $6 a bottle.  Check out their FB page to see where it’s available, also available through Lefty.    Matt made a motion to purchase $102.03 worth to hand out to members,  Second by Marc. Approved.
STAY NEGATIVE WITH A POSITIVE ATTITUDE!

The new members only password is 3princess  

50-50   Not tonight, on Zoom. 
Motion to close the meeting at 8:28 was made by Matt. Second by Mike M . 
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