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Date of meeting – December 14, 2023

Place of meeting:– NYRVFA (Clubhouse)
· Meeting called to order by President Pat O’Connor at 7:06 pm.
· Pledge of allegiance lead by SAA Ray Hazzard.    
· Moment of silence by Pat.
· Prayer by Chaplain Mike Barber.
· Attendance and roll call:  21 members present.
· Secretary-Motion made to dispense the reading of the minutes made by Kenny and 2nd by Jim. Motion Passed.

Membership: Tony, Ray, Larry, Mike B. – 3 new applications were received this month.  Michael (Mick) Dellavalle, active membership. Motion made by Tony, 2nd by Mary to accepted Mick as an active member.  Motion passed.  Carl Smith, active membership and Kathy Smith, social membership.  Motion to made by Larry, 2nd by Mary to accept Carl as active and Kathy as social members.  Motion passed. 

Secretary Report: – Deb Landy – The chapter received a thank from the VA Hospital for our donations.

Treasurer’s Report: - Kris Vogt - General Fund: starting balance $4,294.58. Income of $710 – Quarter Master sales at November meeting, 2024 dues from 25 members. Expenses of $1,110.23 – purchase of: pizza and salad for Damnit Carl ride, toys for Toys for Tots, Halloween candy for Trunk or Treat with NY53, holiday memorial tree and lights for Mechanicville Memorial Park, gift cards for VA food pantry, 10 wreaths from Wreaths Across America for GB Solomon National Cemetery. Patriot Guard riders donated additional 5 wreaths with our purchase from Wreaths Across America. Ending Balance for General Fund is $3,894.35. Designated Reserve of $500 from donations collected at the 2022 Americade. Available Balance in General Fund is $3,394.35. Sunshine Fund: starting balance $1,084.40. Income of $40 – 50/50 proceeds at November meeting. No Expenses. Ending Balance for Sunshine Fund is $1,124.40
TOTAL CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE is $5,018.75. Savings Account: starting balance is $202.83. Income of $0.02 - Interest for months of October & November. No Expenses. Ending savings account balance is $202.85. 
Notes: Collection of 2024 dues is now underway. Dues remain at $20 per member and can be paid at a meeting or mailed directly to the Treasurer. Cash or check is acceptable. Make checks payable to Red Knights NY 3. 
Motion made by Kenny to accept the treasurer’s report, 2nd Mike B.  Motion passed.

Vice President – Larry Gates – No Report

President Report – Pat O’Connor – Patt announced that Norm Beausoleil was elected as International Vice-President.  Update on Tim Tordoff.  The investigation yielded no charges.  It seems the FaceBook post in question was a forward of another posts from a former Red Knight. Pat thanked everyone who helped on the Chapter Memorial Tree in Tallmadge Park, Mechanicville and those that made the annual visit to our own Mr. and Mrs. Claus.  We do good things that bring love and warmth to others.  We are a chapter of friendship, brotherhood, sisterhood and love. So for the New Year continue to do good and spread kindness and love.  
Happy Holidays Everyone!

Appointed Officers:
Chaplain – Michael Barber – no report
 
Sunshine Club –Deb, Cara, Miranda, and Andrea – 4 cards were sent. –  Doreen Alexander has Liver-bile duct cancer. Mike Barber has kidney cancer.  Frank Nestro lost a friend. Calvin Clark sliced his hand.  Kris saw Dave Bulnes.  He is looking good. He has to have one more test, but the cancer tests are all negative.

Information Officer– Matt Mickle – Matt is continually working on the web site and in the photo gallery. He has been working on cleaning up the web site after it was down for three weeks. Please post any ride and event photos to our FaceBook Page so that Matt can put them on the web site. If you want anything posted on the website, get it to Matt. He is always looking for photos of members with their bikes. The password is n3wyorKIII.

Sergeant at Arms: Ray and Mike M. – no report

Quartermaster: Eddie, Jody, Pat, Tony, Nate –Pat is still working on a Sweatshirt order, contact Pat to order. We need 20 more shirts to make an order. Current stock shirt prices have been decreased.  Buy – Buy – Buy so we can move this stock out. 

Ride Captain(s):  Kevin RC / Calvin Asst RC – Road Committee – Tony, Larry, Don G, Ray,
Dan, Mike M and Nate. – Kevin – Ride Calendar meeting was held held on December 1st.  The calendar will be distrusted as soon as it is available.

Committee Reports:

Abate/PAC – Casey – The president of the Capital area Abate chapter, Andrew Liuzzi, passed away. 
 
Audit and Finance - Don, Larry, Andrea – An audit will be scheduled when Kris returns from Florida at the end of March. 

America’s 9/11 Ride – Kevin, Donna, Ernie Pat, Larry, and Cara – A meeting will be held on Jan 6th, 2024 at 4:00 at the clubhouse to begin planning for next year’s ride. 

AMERICADE Committee – Don G , Larry, Tony, Calvin C, Ray, Jim, Harold,  Kris (food), Matt (Advertising/Artwork) –AMERICADE dates May 28th-June 2nd, 2024.  We will continue to host the Wednesday ride and do chapter sales at the firehouse on Thursday.  Kevin will not be available for the Wednesday ride.  Someone else will have to lead the ride.  

Grievance Committee – Ray, Mike M., Deb and Jodi - no report

International Convention Committee – Deb & Eddie - Germany in 2024.

Kick Stands Up Party Committee – Cara, Jeaninne, Pat, Jodi, Tony, Kris, Donna, Mary, Linda, and Andrea. – The committee will be meeting after the New Year.  The date is April 27th at Shaker Road – Loudonville Fire House.

Meeting Room Committee – Cara, Matt, Andrea, and Casey –The committee is working on some ideas and plans on brining them to light soon.   

Memory Tree Committee – Deb, Cara, Jodi, Pat, Donna, and Andrea – The tree decorations will be removed on January 6th at 10 am.  All help would be appreciated. 

Military Committee – Bob & Linda Dennett, Jeannine, Jeff Manor Linda looked into the idea f doing something special for the veterans.  She spoke to a couple of people at the VA and her ideas were not received well.  We will not be planning anything for the veterans.  Jeannine reported that Madison O’Connor and Sgt. Simpson will be attending an award ceremony on 1/18.  On 5/5 a Cinco De Mayo party for military will be held at the Rotterdam Elks from 1-5.  Garrett Decker is in TX and will no longer be training for firefighter school, he will be a training as a meteorologist.  Justin Higgins is scheduled to be deployed on June 1st.  Just two weeks after his third child’s due date. 

Nickname Patch Committee – Pat, Mike B., Eddie, and Deb – bring any ideas to the committee.  An electronic form will be created for nickname suggestions. 

Nomination committee – Ray and Mike B. – Current nominations are: President – Pat O’Connor, Treasurer – Jim Alexander, (Kris declined Kevin’s nomination), Road captain – Kevin Keller.  	
 
NY III Family Picnic – Craig Myers and Kris –Next year’s picnic is on August 10, 2024.  
 
Safety Committee: Casey – no report

SOGs - Matt, Mike M, Lori – no report


RITA Walk – “Out of the Darkness” – Linda & Nancy- no new report. This year we raised $900.03 for Suicide Prevention in Tracy’s name.

YANKEE RALLY 2024 - Kevin - Hosted by RKMC NH 9 (Keene, NH) and it will be June 5th – 9th.  See FaceBook Yankee Rally 2024 for details. Registration is $80.00.  Some chapter members will be camping.

Ways & Means - Craig, Matt, Bill, Calvin and Casey –no report

Elections: 

[bookmark: _Hlk154255308]President – nominations for president are for Pat O’Connor.  Motion made by Mary to close nominations, 2nd by Tony.  Motion Passed.  Motion for the secretary to cast one vote for Pat O’ Connor made by Kris, 2nd by Mike B. Motion passed.

Treasurer – nominations for treasurer are for Jim Alexander.  Motion made by Tony to close nominations, 2nd by Mary.  Motion Passed.  Motion for the secretary to cast one vote for Jim Alexander made by Tony, 2nd by Mary. Motion passed.

Road Captain – nominations for road captain are for Kevin Keller.  Motion made by Kenny to close nominations, 2nd by Andrea.  Motion Passed.  Motion for the secretary to cast one vote for Kevin Keller made by Kenny, 2nd by Andrea. Motion passed.


Old Business:  There was $500 that was set aside for Elsmere Fire Department in memory of Steve Wright.  Elsmere Fire Department has already made their memorial and does not want our contribution.  What we will do with the money will be discussed in New Business.   


New Business:

Tony made a motion that the $500 that was set aside in memory of Steve Wright be set aside in $100 increments to be donated as the chapter determines for future donations.  2nd by Kris.  Motion passed. 

Larry made a motion to adopt the ship Woody Willson and donate $250 in goods for the personnel.  Goods such as playing cards, dominos, snacks and other items that may be helpful. Motion 2nd by Matt.  Motion passed.

A receipt was presented for $57.07 by Cara for decorations for the Memory Tree.  Cara made a motion to be reimbursed, 2nd by Matt.  Motion passed.  

Good and Welfare – 
12/16 Wreaths Across America, Saratoga National Cemetery. 
5/5/24 Patriots Hills event at Rotterdam Elks.
Third Sunday of the month is breakfast at Tsatsawassa Fire House, October - June


50-50 – $42 to chapter and $42 to the winner. Congratulation Jeannine.

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:55 made by Andrea, 2nd by Matt. Motion passed. 
 
Website Members Only Password - n3wyorKIII

OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE THURSDAY January 11th at the Clubhouse.






I thought I would include the prayer from December:

Lord of the Universe;
My Brothers and Sisters, of NY III, we gather here today to conduct the
business of NYIII Red Knights.
Whether you are Christen, Muslim, member of the Hebrew nation,
atheist, African American or Druid, I just want to say: Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah, Joyous Kwanzaa or Happy Holidays to each of you in
this joyous season. Let us be reminded that all religions have one thing
in common, “Treat your fellow humans as you would like to be
treated”, with kindness, respect and compassion. And in doing this you
will be rewarded in kind. If not by the recipient, the by the good feeling
you get inside yourself knowing that you are being the best person you
can be.
Let us not forget those who have gone before us. Keep them in your
hearts and minds, and let us say a small prayer for the families, of the
departed, as we remember them.
Amen.




Happy Holidays Everyone and a Joyous New Year!
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