As we turn the calendar to 2025, with new rides, new friends and new events, we want to take a moment to recap the events that took place in the first 4 months of 2024.  You’re all asking yourself, “why these months?”.  We are a motorcycle group in upstate NY!  What did we possibly do in January, February, March and April?  Well, let’s see…
This is what we know. 
 January 1st. The weather was exceptionally warm this day in January with a high of 46 degrees.  This was apparently the right temperature for several NY III members to take their bikes out and ride.  Why not?! 
January 3rd, services were held for Kathy Wood-Champion, who had passed away on December 28th.  Although she was not a Red Knight, she was known by many in the fire service.
January 4th, services were held for Emmanuella Mannarino, who had passed away on December 31st.  She was the loving mother of NY III member, Micheal Mannarino. 
January 6th, some members rode bikes, others drove cars, to Gardener Massachusetts for Ed Brouillet’s funeral service (past RKMC International President). 
February 4th, Clifton Park Fire Department had a breakfast fundraiser.  3 tables were occupied by different NY chapters.
February 9th and 10th, mother nature was messing with our minds. The temperature was 58 degrees!  Say what?  Let’s go riding!  So, this is what several NYIII members did.  Some members rode down the road to family’s homes, others made it a little longer ride and went 80 miles.  We would like to make a mention of Mark Bahan.  Mark is a RKMC with NY 11.  He was in a terrible accident on Jan 8th, 2022, and wasn’t sure if he would ever ride a bike again.  Well on February 10th, he rode his bike for the first time since his accident. 
February 17th, Chapter 53 did a trivia night.  We can’t confirm or deny if anyone rode a bike to this event, the only thing we remember were all the laughs we had together.  What a great night!
March 9th, services were held for Doreen Alexander, who passed away on February 26th.  She was the beautiful wife of NY III’s Jim Alexander.
March ??, It was sometime in the 2nd week of March that 2 members of NYIII rode 168 miles on their bike
March 17th, Visher Ferry Fire Department had a breakfast fundraiser, members of III and 28 attended.
March 18th, RKMC members were able to attend and honor Chief Warrant officer 2, Casey Frankoski, US Army National Guard, who tragically lost her life in a helicopter accident while honorably serving our country.  There were no cars involved in this.  Everyone rode in on motorcycles with the Patriot Guard to help honor a hero.  The temperature was 35 degrees and snowing, but it didn’t matter.
March 22nd, RKMC members were able to attend and honor Chief Warrant Officer, John Grassi III, US Army National Guard and NY State Tropper, who lost his life in a helicopter accident while serving our country.  On this day the temperature was 25 degrees, but not snowing.  Again, it didn’t matter. 
April had now approached us and the motorcycle riding itch was happening.  Some of us have to get our bikes out of storage, while others open the garage door and go.
April 7th, Pat O’Connor’s 1st ride of 2024, 45 mins in 54 degree weather. 
April 9th, the King took a day off to practice being retired for the day.  Did some yard work and rode 150 miles. 70 degrees out.
Same day, Spider took a day off to ride 120 miles. 
Same day, Pat rode to the Saratoga area, went to Uncommon Grounds where he went down memory lane of the first short ride that started it all with” Uncle” Bob Provost.

So, you see, RKMC members will always make memories, regardless of the time of the year.  Can you imagine what we did the rest of the year?  Sorry, we aren’t going to write it all out, way too much happened, and this wasn’t meant to be a book.  Plus, we forgot to take notes.  We were too busy riding and making memories.  We did take lots of photos and many of them are posted on our web site and on our Facebook pages.  But please attend a meeting, or check out the meeting notes if you cant attend a meeting, follow us on Facebook, or just simply join us for the next adventure.
Thank you for being part of our great chapter and we look forward to more adventures with all of you. 
2025 is the 25th Anniversary of our chapter.  As we celebrate our silver, well chrome, anniversary, join in the adventures and make some memories.  Let’s keep the shine in our chapter and wind in our faces.  
