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2025 was our 25th Anniversary as a Chapter. We celebrated with charter members, chapter members, other Red Knights, and our friends and our family. It has been 25 years of growing as a chapter, making new friends, representing what it means to be a Red Knight, making lots of memories, and of course riding!  2025 was also a year of motorcycle breakdowns, surgeries, and family issues. 
We rode and we rode some more.  Some more than others, but the important thing is we rode.  We had patch rides, charity rides and support rides.  Some became Grand Tour Masters and earned Loyal to Our Duty patches.  Some rode to rallies and on planned trips.  Some rode just to enjoy a sunny day.  One even fulfilled the dream of riding in all 50 United States!
With all this riding, Red Knights NY III definitely had its share of motorcycle issues.  Everything from loose bolts, flat tires, engine issues, dead batteries, and someone even ran out of gas.  Through all these we rallied together and were able to overcome them with no injuries to add to the drama.  On one ride we had to channel our inner lumber jack and use our firefighter skills to remove an entire tree that blocked the road.  No rerouting for us as we were just trying to get home after a benefit ride. 
It was also the year of surgeries and health issues.  As we’re all getting older and just like a vintage motorcycle, we sometimes need to spend some time in the repair shop.  Joints needed replacing, things put back as they should be and an upgrade here and there.  While others fought cancer and other health issues.  Fortunately, we are a resilient group and got through all of these. 
No year seems to pass without losing someone we love.  Several members lost family members and loved ones.  We rally around them to support them and show them love.  Our heart goes out to all our members and the ones they lost.  We wish everyone a better year in 2026. 
2025 ended in a change of leadership.  After 15 years, our beloved, quirky and non-stop talking President, Pat O’Connor stepped down!  He has led us through many adventures and has helped create countless lasting memories for our chapter.  We look forward to his new role of Road Captain but have our concerns we will need to pack bathing suits and swimmies in our saddle bags.  He sure loves to lead us to water!
We give a warm welcome to Larry Gates, our new President and Matt Mickle, our new Vice-President. 
We end our letter wishing each and everyone a wonderful 2026.  A year of good health and good fortune for ourselves, our family, and our motorcycles. 
JUST RIDE!
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